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By ALDEN WAITMAN
Wiliie Boyris esigned un-
-expectedly yoslerday as ed-

vazine, a post the 36-year-old
“writer had held for the last
four ycars. :
Mr., Morris, in a state
ment last night, said he had’
quit 'In @ dispuie betwesn
“#the money men and the lit-
erary mon” . X
He added that “Frisoner
.of Sex,” an auticle by Nor-
‘man Mailer in the cavrent is-
sue dealing with the womel's
liberation  movement, had
“also “deeply  disturbed  the
magazine's  owners. e
Jsaid his vesignation was “Lhe
“saddest day in my life,” add-
ing that “I keeply Ioved the
magazine,” )
The resignation wes an-
nouneed without explanation

by the magazine at its offices

2 Park Avenue, alter reports

ol €% had scirculzted through

the publishing world all day,
The dnnouncement was is-
ssued jo the nawme of Jolm
Cowles Jr. of winnchpolis,
‘who s chialrman of the Harp-
er's Mnagazine Company &s
well as president of the Min.
“neapolis Star and  Tribune

management

Company, of which the meg-

“azine ‘concern is.an oparal-

ing division.

o i %8evere Disagreements’
In his.stateraent dMr, Morcis

suld: L. - o

- [ am resigoning because of

with

-gevere dlsagreements
. the business moanagement

‘over the purpose, the exist-
‘ence and the survival of
Harper's Magazine as a vital
instltution-in American life,
] ato-es dte clgoth
1020 years hes bosa
to maintain its  excelience
and its courage. With the
contribution of many of this
couniry's  finest  writers,
journalists, poets and critics,
I think we have succeadad.
- “It all boiled down to the
“meney mein and the literary
_men. And, as always, the
money men Won.

< “The article in our.cu'rrent
{ssue by MNMorman Mailer has -
deeply disturbed the mag-:

azine’s owners, Mailer i3 a
‘great writer. His work mat-
ters to our civilization. g

“1 have given: eight years
of my lile, four of tham as
editoy in chief, to halp nmake
Harpet's -true th its finest

I traditions. I leave Harper's

~with -an ~honarable  con-
“sclence. It is ap its -most

Journalists who cave passion- |

¥

Nty

“vital, It matters to-the nation |

as it seldom has before. My |
resignation grieves my heart, |
but T am leaving as a profest
against ~the calculated de- .
slruction of Harper’s, !
SAl wvriters, editors and

ately about the condition of
the written  in = America
should deplore with m2 the
avalier {reatment by busi--

i
D ness saznagement of Amer- |
ica's’ oldest and most  dise

tinguished magazine, This is
the saddast day of my life”
Eleborating on his state-
ment in a telephene inter-
view, Mr. Morris sald that he
had met with Mr, Cowles and
others on the magazine's
business side in- Minneapalis
two weeks ago. He said the
wanted . to

change the publication’s con-.
cept “to a sore specialized
journal” W
He said that the manage-
nent wanted “to get rid of™
David  Halberstam, Larry
King, John Corry, Marshal.
Frady' and Lewis lLapham, .
who are among the maga-’
zing’s  contributing editors,
He also said that the man-®
agement wanted to trim the
editorial buduet becanss of
the economic recession that
has .generally affected pub-
lishing, o
There also were complaints,
according to Mr. Morrls,

-.about Mr., Mailei's lanzuage.

—his article employs several”
Anglo-Saxonisms in its dis-
cussion of sex~—and his {reat-
ment of sexual relationships.
~ Mr. - Mailer  denied  last
pight that his. article was
ebacene, "The words ) used
VLY RO mhbeens in’ their

_contexty” ‘he contendad,

. Harper’s. had bacome

And comwmenting on Mn
Morris's resighation, he
called it “the mast depress-.
ing-event in American let-
ters'in many a year because
the
most adventurous of all mag-
azines” under Mr. Moutis.

In his dispute, Mr. Morris

@ added, he lad “very much in

mind” William S, Dlair, who
Is president and chief ex-
eculive officer of Harper’s
Magezine Company and who
works in its New York of-
fices. . P L
Mr. Morris said that as his
parturbation grew on his re-.
tarn from Minneapolis he had -
written a letier of resignation
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tion diminished.”
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STAT

tie Blorrie
last Monday 1o Mre Cowlss
It embodiod, he said, the sul-
stance of his statoment, and
roade his resianation effective
March 15, -
‘No Interanl Flap’.
Mr, Blair “said yesterday’
thot he preferred not to go!.
beyond Mr. Cowles’s an-
nouncement of Mr, Morcis's
resignation. He insisted, how-
ever, that the step was “all
a surprise to me.” He added
that there had been “na in-
ternal flap” over Mr. Mailer's
article. R
Reached in Minneapokis,”
Mr, Covles denfcd that the
magazine's  content wasoao
fuctor in his. disagreement
with Mr, Morris, He said that
hé had not finishad .Mr.
Mailer’s article, but that he
thought it was “superh so;
far.” : B
Asked if he were “gricved™
by Mr. Mortis’s departure, Mr.
Cowles said that "grieved”
was a strong word, “A feels
inz of sadness” would be bet-
ter, he said, “I have been
fond of Willie personally for,
six years now,” he went. on.
“I hate to sce that associa-

%

" From sources inside tha”
ronnaziag, s it was  learned

that slipping circulation could -country. He also published

have beeh an eleraent in
‘Morris-Cowles dispute. Mr.*
,Blair said that ‘said civcuba- -
.tion was down 25,000 copies
camonth to a total of 300,000
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‘eage w
A8 & yoar ago,

-egaingt 300,000 in 1968,

“ were visibly vpsol yeste
©oover W Moiris's resignation,

-eopios currently. But he em-’
-ph

d thet advertising lin-
as “aboul the samne”

“The circulation of The

Atlantic, Harper's principal
roonth comipetitor, is vp, ac- .

cording to the W, Ayer

Dircclory of Nawspapers, Ma-

gazinds and Trade Publica-
tions, standing at 325,000
coples & wontiy last y

o

I Stafl Yo Upset
- Membara of ¥arpet's stalf

rery

“T really don't kuow if ¥m
quitting,” said Mr, Halbar-
staan, whe won a Pulitzer
¥rize ag a forcizn corresponds
ent for The Mew York Times
and who jolued Mr. Morris
about ‘five years ago. Mr,

Corry, another contributing”

editor, said that he wa¥f re-
maining for “a2 while at
leas.” :

Other contributing editors
could not be  reachod for
comment, b

Before coming to Harpar's
a5 an editor in 1963, Mr.
Morris had mwade a reputation
as a “muckraking writer and

 editor in his pative Texas.

At the University of Texas,
his scathing aitacks,
school newspaper, on the oil
interests of state legisintors
perturbed & numbor of {ruse
tecs. Later, as a writer for
the weekly Texas Obsarver,
he woote about grafting poli-
ticians, the John Birch Society
and discrimination against
black and Mexican. workers,
Chauglag the Yiua
At Harpm®s, Wr. Morris
acted to change the
of William Styron, the
Pulitzer Prize novelist; Mi-
chacl Haprington, the social
critic and analyst of poverty,
and Robert Coles, a social-
issues psychiatrist,

In recent issues, Mr. Morris

offered, among other articles,

“Listening to Amwrica,” by

Bill D. Moyers, a former
White House press secretary

Cod o

in the

writings. |

in the Jolinson Adrinisica-

tion.

" In addition to editing the )

mazazing, Mr. Morris was a
frequent lecturer across the

“North Toward Home,” aulo-
biographical meamoir,

Wiat is now Harpar's Mag-.
2zine was foundad in 1830
a5 Harper's New Monthly,

-

“Hentimued



